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1 JRAWN by Þs üngular Virtues of 1 


5 auer GENERAL or ks MAJESTY's 


"FORCES. IN AMERICA. 


My Len b, 


| Lordſhip' s Character to offer my tribute 


traſt to all the Faſhionable Vices, the luke- 


warm. Patriotiſm, and bluſtering lazy Cowards 


of the Times, and debarred by my humble ſta- 


tion from following this great example in the 5 


whole extent of action, I have tried in the 


leſſer lines of practice to imitate the leſſons it 
conveys; and if the following ſketch is any 
proof that my deſign i is not . materially defec- 


tive, I have hope; that under. the ſanction of 
your Lordfoip Name and S the in- 
a 2 * 


of eſteem, in conjunction with the general 
Voice of Fame, which holds forth the name 
of Percy to this Kingdom as a complete con- 
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ſufficienc at langus e, FIN and colouring | 
- e ofa have much to urge, My 
Lord, in extenulthl of this preſumption ; but 
that ich I knew would moſt induce your 
Lordſhip to forgive, is the intention of the 
Compoſition, It ãs neither the effect of a de- 
ſperate fortune, nor a fictious faith: a wiſn to 
remobe the prejudice of falſe alarms, and con- 
tribute towards a general confidence on our 


es * influenced this pub 4 


happy Coniſ 


n 


| Dinanes df Kfvation and Cie ſddtices! ren- 
der me a perfect ſtranger to your Lordſhip's 
perſon, I am not ſo to your Lordſhip's intereſt; 
and, though a poor obſcure individual, can re- 
flect with pleaſure, that once my endeavours 
not 4 little aſſiſted in placing your Lordſhip a 
Guardian to our Freedom and Happineſs. And 
though J, with thouſands, mourn the occa- 
ſion that removed . your. Lordthip from that 
connection; yet I rejoice that it has given you 
an hereditary” title to a ſeat in a ſuperior Aſſem- 
bly. After having intruded, perhaps, too far 
on your Lordfhip's patience, I retire with the- 
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bh = Were Publ ks 7 farnithed. man- 
: Des kind with another Syllogiſm on Liber- 
ty, recals to 1 4 underſtanding, that men once 
proſperous in the adoption of any ſyſtem, ſel- 
dom are content with a moderate ſhare of Fame. 
They aſpire towards that period of perfection 


which either ſeats them in Glory, or finks 


them to Perdition. Tis true, there are mo- 
tives which ſanctify this emulation, and make 
it a virtue; and I wiſh any one of thoſe induce- 
ments could be applied as the ſtimulating cauſe 
of * Additional enn on | Civil Li- 
. e Ye. 1 8 5 
It appears to me, chat the Simple axbrobe- 
tion of a few ſimple Citizens, whoſe moſt paſ- 
ſionate praiſe would ſcarce add tuſtre to a Bal- 
lad-maker, induced Doctor Price to indulge Y 
their zeal with a repetition of his obnoxious 
principles, at the expence of his own under- 
ſtanding. I however conceive this matter 
a ſtep beyond complacency ; for it is a maxim 
infallibly true, that men mad with the zeal of 
any 9 9 virtue ſhould be ſeldom indul- 
2 ged with a diſplay of its qualities. Had Doc- 
tor Price obliged the World with a Hiſtory of 
City Patriotiſm, diſplayed the wiſdom of their 
Counſels, and added a deſcription of all their 
1 Tiney State e Jog up and bo kts 1 * 
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of INTR RODUCTION, 
hexe tacitly acquieſced with his method of 


gratitude, and acknowled, ged that leſs Eould 


Dot have been done for a gold box ; but to 
trifle with their underſtandings in expounding | 
ſubjects ſo inſinitely beyond their conception, 
ſhews; that there are few. ſpecies of Impoſtufe 
hey 5 this Reverend Author would not ESR 


= na * Additional Obſervations. os. 


« Civil Liberty, Sc.“ as a caſual performance, 


Lawas- particularly, ſtruck with the Reflectio 1 


Pal Munde, „ 
ö | 


ont the Currency, the State of the Nation, 


Mar with America, and the Debts and Re- 
fources ef Frente, as the moſt flagrant i incon- 
reſentations I had ever 

heard or ſeen; and ſo totally different from an 
account (che immediate evidence of ſubſtan- 
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in gel. that Doctor Price's notions, not 
eee only 


9 
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INTRODUCT ION. vii 
only. f Civil but Moral and Religious Liberty, 


are the moſt indefenſible and pernicious tenets 
I ever read. Thoſe of Moral Liberty are con- 
fuſed and contradictory : thoſe of Religious 
Liberty are ſo blended with Civil Liberty, 
that, according to the Doctor's definition, they 
admit of no diſtinction whatever, but are, in 
truth, the ſe 22 thing. This doctrine 
ariſes, in the origin, from the erroneous opi- 
nion, that every form of Worſhip conſtitutes a 
diſtinct Religion; and this Cree ſeems to have 


Founded the Doctor's ideas on the ſubject: but 


Country 


he ſhould conſider, that there is but one Relf- | 
gion; and whether we go to a place of Wor- 
 Thip with a flat roof, or to one with a tower 
ſteeple; or whether we pray on a velvet cu- 
ion, or offer up our ejaculations from the 
ſurface of a rock; can never make any diffe- 
rence in our belief. Happy would it be for 
this Country if united in one form of Worſhip! 
Happy would it have been, had no perverſe . 
naticiſm ever divided thoſe ſacred functions, or 
found an aſylum in theſe favourite realms. Perhaps 
the friends of Civil Liberty may contend, that 
diviſion in this department is as neceſſary to 
the good of the Church, as Oppoſition in the 
mode of Government is to the welfare of the 
State. May ſuch never feel the direful effects 
of e neipics at the ex pence of their 
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HE Auer conceives it his duty to ex- 
plain the reaſon why his Publication 
eech Doctor Price's at ſo great a diſtance 
c time. With the utmoſt ſubmiſſion and 
reſpect he informs his Readers, that being in 
a foreign country when Doctor Price's Pam- 
hlet was publiſhed, it was not till very lately 
5 came to his knowledge; and without read- 
ing, or ever having read any former Publica- 
0 tion of that Gentleman's, he immediately com- 
oſed the Strictures which form the followw- 
ing Sketch. From his firſt Tg, a MF: 
<« tional Obſervations on Civil Liberty,” to 
the time this Pamphlet went to Preſs, = 
only a few days. J i ba iT ont 
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1 7 is ingt curpeiting to find ! in the wide ho 
of Variety, characters fo eſſentially oppo- 
ſite as the two which conſtitute this , 
although to a perſon unacquainted with the 
fineſſe of Polities, and craft of Religion, ſuch a 
difference would be thought unſupportable. 
The moſt paſſionate attachment of the mind 


ſhould always be favoured by the ſtricteſt at- 


tention to Truth. The man that deviates from 


this path, with a view to make proſelytes to his 
own faith, is in every reſpect a dangerous and 


: | No member of ene 


When Doctor Price firſt oubliſhed bis: 7M 
tical opinion, the diſpaſſionate part of mankind 
hoo ante for his doctrine, becauſe they con- 
B 1 


ceived 


4 

ceived one part the effect of Principle, and the 

| other the reſult of poſitive and ſound Informa- 
tion. They could not ſuppoſe it a collection 
of infamous fallacies, publiſhed with a view 
of invigorating the dying embers of a deſpi- 
cable Faction, and ſpreading notions of Trea- 
chery and Rebellion over the whole land: the 


event, however, proves, that nothing nobler 
actuated the Author of Civil Liberty. 


Doctor Price, org _— Fagan of 
approaching ruin to this kingdom, poſitively - 
; and definitively aſſerts, that the current coin 
is no more than twelve millions and a half. He 
ſettles this ſtate of exchangeable money by a 
ſyſtem of reaſoning peculiar to himſelf, that of 
Prophecy and Witchcraft; © Such and ſuch 
* circumſtances,” ſays he, © will ſoon take 
place, that would infallibly eſtabliſh his 
6 propoſition.” The time, indeed, ſoon came 
that proved nien a falſe, malicious Prophet, 
and a Jeſuitical Impoſtor. Lord North, as 
the official Financier of theſe realms, was ne- 
ceſſitated, I ſhould ſuppoſe, (pardon the ex- 
preſſion) agreeably neceſſitated, to anſwer thoſe 
heavy and ruinous charges exhibited againſt 
the peace of Wealth, Confidence, and Com- 
merce ; charges which were not only circulated 
with induſtry through every corner of the Bri- 
tiſh Ifles, but invidiouſly carried through every 
Court in Europe by our exalted Patriots, as a 
triumph over their bleeding Country, Happily, 
theſe treacherous attacks were blaſted ere well 
wo blown, 
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blown, and, 1 the enn tank 5900 uni- 
verſal contempt. Lord North, on the — 
ſolid and liberal terms . confuted thoſe 


vague and erroneous aſſertions, and, in a man- 


ner, as juſt as manly, vindicated the wealth, 

the credit, and ſtability of the nation. He 
marked the circumſtances that made him ſtate 
the currency at eighteen or nineteen millions; 
circumſtances ſo ſtrong. and pure, as found 


a ready aſſent with every intelligent man in the 


kingdom: even the Author of“ Additional 


„ Obſervations on Civil Liberty” owns the 
facts, but with ſuch a diſpoſition as ſhews him 


to be a perverſe hypocrite. It is aſtoniſhing, 


that a circumſtance held out by this Gentle- 
man only twelve months ago, as the molt rui- 
nous omen that ever hung over a nation, ſhould 


now be a matter of no conſequence. *T's true, 
the Doctor uſes an apology for this applica- 


tion; but it is a wretched one—Hoarding—a 
ſcheme that never had exiſtence in this king- 
dom, farther than a few half-crowns in the 


cofters of ſome antiquated virgin, It was a 
refuge none but a deſperate and inexperienced 


man would have fled to, 


The enquiries 1 have made, Joined to my 


_ own obſervations on the ſtate of the currency, 
have enabled me to fix it, I think, on a founda- 


tion that cannot be ſhaken. 


1 gu that he different Acts of Parliament 


| of 1773, 1774, and 1775, for regulating the 
B 2 b 
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gold coin, brought i into the Mint, upwards of 
fixteen millions. From December 17735 to 


A 17 RK the full amount of that ſum 
as been iſſued in new coin, and conſequently | 


reſts entire in circulation, excluſive of the coin 


deficient leſs than one grain in a guinea, which 


ſubſiſted prior to the firſt of theſe calls in 
1773. This laſt ſum, according to the ob- 
ſervations of ſeveral Gentlemen daily accuſ- E 
tomed with money tranſactions, and the ex- 
3 I have made myſelf, could not be 
leſs than /n millions; which, added to the 


new coinage, will mals the preſent currency 5 


ä N of W e millions. 


| To authenticate. this poſition, 1 bas leave 
only to apply the uſe of reaſon, in conjunction 


with obſervations founded on, and deduced 
: from, uncontrovertible « occurrences. | 


The firſt FRY in 177 3, atdtres'7 in n gold 
0 ent more than ſix grains in a guinea, and 
produced 4, 90, ool. This fum was thought 


to form a very conſiderable part of the gold 


coin then in circulation; but the event proved 


the reverſe. The ſecond call in 1774, ordered 
in all gold deficient more than three grains in 
a 2 guinea, and produced 5, 200, oool. It was 
at this period of things when Doctor Price, 


taking advantage of the turbulence of the times, 
introduced his opinions into the world. The 


Public, not ſuſpecting a man of his. profeſſion 
and character Ing his abilities, as the 


VENT 8 5 vehicle | 


T5 


vehicle of deſigning men to convey the ſeeds 
of. Rebellion through the land, under the fic- 
tious Hame of Patriotiſm, paid great attention 
to his doctrine, and many fell convicts to his 
faith. Sorry am I to add, that no inconſider- 
able miſchief has been the conſequence of that 
belief. The half-finiſhed regulation of the 
Gold Coin gave him, at this period, a defir- 
able opportunity of exerciſing his principles 
with advantage on the minds of weak and cre- 
dulous men, and he was too fortunate in the 
application: but how Doctor Price, or any man 
*could argue, from the complexion of the two 
firſt calls, that the laſt would not produce more 
than three millions, is to me very extraordinary; 
and by ſuch a miſtake, the Reverend Gentle- 
man deſtroys one of his grand propoſitions. 
He ſays, pi at © new coin, being rougher, 
« wears faſter than old, and is ſooner removed 
from any given degree of deficiency.” To 
this 1 agree; but he adduces it as a reaſon, that 
the coin deficient leſs than three grains in a 
guinea, cannot be ſo much as that deficient 
leſs than ſix grains, and more than three; 
Which, I fay, is a manifeſt abſurdity. Will a 
man, in the full poſſeſſion of his ſenſes, pre- 
tend to aſſert, and vindicate, that the rough- | 
neſs of a guinea will ſooner remove it to a 
greater degree of deficiency than to a leſſer ? 
Such an idea could only originate in the groſs- 
eſt 1gnorance and ſtupidity. he ſtrongeſt col- 
' lateral proof that can be urged againſt ſuch an 
5 ingonfiſteney is, that the two firſt calls ſub- 


5 | ſtantially 


* 


CY. 


ſtantially verified, that the nearer to perfection 
the calls required the weight to be, the larger 


were the ſums brought in. This was amply |. 


confirmed by the laſt call, which brought in 


of money deficient more thin one grain in a 


guinea, and leſs than three, near ſeven millions. 

0 which ſeveral ſums if we add the reſidue 
of the currency in circulation, previous to the 

firſt call in 1773, and deficient leſs than one 

grain in a guinea, it will form a ſum upwards 
of twenty-three millions. 


To this it will be objected, That a great deal 
of the coinage iſſued ſubſequent to the firſt 
call, has fallen under the preſſure of the two 
laſt calls. I anſwer, That, having in a variety 


of experiments, carefully and minutely inſpect- 


ed the date of the coin that fell in the call of 
1773, J found ſo ſmall a quantity of a later date 


than 1770, that I could not with propriety 
mark the ſum. In the two ſubſequent calls, 
I uſed the fame ſcrutiny, eſpecially with the 
ſums that were produced from thoſe Counties 
where ſweating and clipping were moſt noto- 
rious, and J found the proportion of dates ſtill 
continued. In all the ſeveral parcels of light 
money produced by the two laſt calls, and on 


which I laid my hands, there were not of dates 
ſubſequent to 1772, not more. than the pro- 


portion of four to one hundred; and though 


this forms but a trifling deduction, yet I will 
ſtate it . and call it one million. 


Another 


on all Portugal Coin. It may be remembered, 
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conſequence was, that the money was ſold to 
the dealers in gold, and transformed into bul- 
Ge Gece we Bee; „% 


42 A 


Je” Fn The Hkre Bas ihappetigct telatiye to he 
fſuobſequent Acts; and tho! thefe 8 "would 
be trifſing in themſelves, yet, colleively, they 
formed a ſum amply fafficient to anfwef M ihe 
calls for tranſportation that could poffibly tike 
place during that period. But 95 another 


obſervation offers, more contluſtve, and mi more 5 


ſolid than an) y argumentative reatonthg that cant 
de Seed in favour of my pripofitioti, {hd in 
eppoſition to the deſtruction of ſpeeie by expor- 
tation, It is this: Im the latter 2 of the year 
1992 T paſſed. through the Principal cities hoy 


i : Holland i in my way to Bruſſels, Where I ſtayed 


ſome time. I repeated this excurſion the wg 


fucceeding years, in which ſeveral tours I was 


ſtrongly ſolicited by my friends in thoſe places 
to carry gold to their correſpondents in Ton- 
don; and at Bruſſels J tepeatedly was charged 
with the care of money from an eminent Ban- 
ker there to a Gentleman in London. This 
gold I always obſerved was gnineas of a late 
date, and full fix penny weight eight to nine 
grains each. It was 4 tranſaction that ſur- 
priſed me, having been made to believe at 
home quite the reverſe My friend at Bruſſels 
told me, it was not a Hovel practice, but bad 
always ſubfiſted whenever the means offered. 
This reſource, he added, was but inconſider- 
able, being only the accommodation money 
of travellers on their journey in thoſe. coun- 
tries. He likewiſe told me, that melting 
| Britiſh Gold was to him an abſurdity, as heavy 
by: Szuneas were always the moſt W in 7, 

„ 00; 


| ö 
don, and that light ones ſuſtained a loſs every 
where in that country. The concluſion of this 
fact is ſp apparently clear as needs no illuſtra - 
tion, more than obſerving, that the doctrine 
which maintains our currency to be leſſened 
by exportation, is founded on the moſt 
vague, inconſiſtent, and nugatory principles, 
and claims not the ſmalleſt credit whatever. 


From the reſult of theſe facts, and obſerva- 
tions derived from facts, I will poſitively af- 
firm the preſent Currencyof this Kingdom (after 
deducting One Million, which I allow to have 
been diminiſhed of the new Coinage prior to 
the laſt call) a perfect and complete ſum of 
TwWENTY-Two MiLLio xs, excluſive of the 
ſilver; and there are methods of eaſy applica- 
tion to make it an encreaſing ſum, in oppo- 
ſition to all the terrors of diminution held out 
by the Reverend Author of Obſervations on 
Civil Liberty, &c.” — This Gentleman ſeems 
extremely unhappy at the preſent perfect ſtate 
of our Gold Coin, and breathes a half-con- 

_ cealed wiſh for its ſpeedy return to the condi- 
tion the firſt Coin La brought it to. Were 
his motives for ſuch a revolution no worſe than 
the encouraging of ſweating and clipping, 1 
 couldalmoſt be perſuaded to forgive him; but 

it either proceeds from a baſer principle, or 
this Man thinks and ſpeaks at random. He 
has repreſented ſweating and . e the 
moſt dangerous and incurable evil attending 
our currency ; and the Legiſlator no ſooner lays 
2. —::. — 1 — 


% 7 


10.) 


2 Sohidiahd ! laſting curſe upon that practice, 
than this Reverend Gentleman reprobates the 
meaſure, and ſeems ter court with arddur 4 

return of thoſe times of Patriotiſm and Liberty, 
when a Guinea could be cut down to eighteen 

ſhillings, and yet paſs for — — 825 
Cali any Man reflect on ſuch: perverſe ſullen- 
neſs; and not diſoover the inherent principles 

of that Murdering Sect which doomed a King 
to the Block ?* Allow me to ſtreteh the allu- 
ſion to a later Character, and we ſhall find the 
ſimilitude ſtrongly exemplified in that atro+ 
cious Wretch: who fell a juſt Sacrifice :to:this 
inſulted Country, for having put in execution 
the Practicu ! 3 of * 2 e e on Civil FT 
""_ Ke.” e HOLLIE OWT=ETH1 
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& have barely ak: notice ali 3 as a 
| xirchimſinoce; totally inapplicable to the dif- 
poſition of this Country. Men know the uſe 
and value of money better: than to lock it in 
a cheſt; nor: is there any occurrence that can 
paß happen, however alarming to public 
ſafety, which vould juſtiſy ſuch an expedient. 
In the year: 1745, when Rebellion thundered 
at the Gates of the Palace, when a powerful 
and unmerciful foe overſpread half the Britiſh 
Iſle, and threatened the — overthrow. of:our MK 
-happly:Gavernments; then, even then, hoard. ' 
ing was far from being! general; it was prac- i 
tiſed only in thꝭ moment of danger: as the 
Rebels advanced, the coin was hid; as they 
retreatealy it. var inſtantiy. let in motion. "then ; 
"LCM _ 8855 then 
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tradift 7 W. 
his felt publication, that had not t e ſame 


exiſtence prior to, it? And was it not that 
alarm which conſtituted his farcaſms on our 
currency, and conſequently afforded him the 
fame benefit of adopting Hoarding in his firſt 
| publication as it now does? But this gentle- 


man delights in prejudging; and I will venture 


'( ht 3) 


then, can we ſappoſe this practice to have pre” 


vailed at à time when no impending danger 


infeſted our borders, but peace and quietneſs 


amplyy guarded our inheritance? 'Tis true, 
our Colonies were ing a violent ſtate of Rebel. 
lion; but their feeble arm could throw no 


diſquietude on the Parent State; and our na- 


tural enemies too much dread the correction 
"of Britain's Sons, to attempt aireftly an inva- 
ſion on her peace and happineſs. 


The Reverend Author of“ Additional Ob- 


ſervations {on Civil Liberty, &c.“ has ſaid, 


that Hoarding will always take place when the TN 


Kingdom is thoroughly alarmed; and deſcribes 
this as the cauſe of one error in his firſt Calcu- 
lation. Why will this gentleman be incon- 
ſiſtent? Why will he vindicate e 


which, circu ſtantial and immediate facts con- 
120 alarm ſubſiſted ſubſequent to 


to pro pheſy, that the event of every revolving 


5 9 will prove, that h his whole ſyſtem of po- 
5 lities is a mere conjeQural ſuperſtruQure. . 


bo & tl, doſe this Section, hoping that 


the obſervations and remarks which I have of- 
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fered in ſupport of the preſent currency, will. 
carry conviction to all perſons who have al- 


ready been prejudiced by a different account. 
My conſolation reſts in this, that no miſ- 
guided zeal actuated, nor any hearſay facts 
n theſe remarks. 


—_ — 


Of the State of the Nath a the War with 


America 5 


A axtous Have been the cdl 15 which 


the proſperity and degeneracy of this 


King dom have been ſtated. Seldom has this 
1 part of our hiſtory appeared 1 in public 


without a maſk. . The relation has generally 


been governed either by a frantic attachment 
to perty, official connection, or from modes 


of Faith reſting on Superſtition and Bigotry. 


It is a ſubject that requires the niceſt informa- | 


tion and accurate obſervation, to form a com- 


plete and perfect Hiſtorian. It is not my in- 
tention at preſent to trace their connection, ow 


their earlieſt exiſtence to the lateſt occur rences; 


. Jonly mean to give the reſult of ſuch ee 


tions as have Ocurred to my underſtanding, 


applicable to the preſent ſtate of the Nation. 
Britain | 


6139 
Britain, to me, appears at preſent a Nation 
bleſſed with all the advantages of perfection, in 
the wide extent of Government and Depen- 
dencies. Superior genius and wealth direct her 
TRADE and MANUFACTURES ; her ARMY is 
the beſt regulated, diſciplined, and officered 
in Europe; her Navy the beſt conſtructed, 
compleateſt manned, and more ſkilfully com- 
manded, than any in the world; her RE“ 
SOURCES, the free and chearful gift of an in- 
duſtrious and happy people; and UNANIMIT y 
and W1spoM direct her councils. 


To ſtrengthen and confirm theſe premiſes, | 
I beg leave to offer the following reflections: 


Perhaps no period of time ever brought us 
an equal tribute of eſteem for our Manure ac+ 
TURES as the preſent and a few paſt years have 
done. The Commercial World unanimouſly 
acknowledge the excellence of our workmen, 
and pay avaſt deference to the fabricks of Bri- 
tain over all other nations: Birmingham, Shet- 
field, Leeds, Mancheſter and Nottingham, 
amply verify this in their extenſive traffick, and 
beautiful productions. In the ſpring of 1770, 
I viſited all the above places, and found their 
trade in a very different ſituation from what had 
been repreſented. At Nottingham, (the great- 
eſt ſtocking- manufactory in this or any other 
Kingdom) I examined yery minutely into 
their trade for the ſeven preceding years, 
and found it had increaſed in a general pro- 
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poxtion, during that PER as eight to ſix; 


and this fell principally on thoſe articles took 
off by the German and Spaniſh trade, At Bir- 


mingham and Sheffield, where toys, plated 


and cutlery wares, every manufactory in ſteel _ 


and other metals are brought to the higheſt 


finiſh and perfection poſſible, I found that in the 
| ſame ſpace of time, eſpecially ſince the begin- 


ning of 1774, their trade had increaſed in a pro- 
portion as ſeven to five; and this ſeemed owing 


to an additional demand from all Europe 
In the woollen manufactories in Yorkſhire, 


which ſupply the Northern Part of Europe, 
almoſt, entirely with cloathing, there ap- 


| peared an increaſe, during the laſt five years, 


as nine to eight. In Mancheſter, whoſe ma- 
nufactures in filk, cotton, and linen are very 


extenſive, and ot trade is univerſal, 1 
found, on a nice inſpection, for the four pre- 


ceding years, that they had increaſed as eight 
to five. Other experiments I made ; but theſe 
are ſufficient teſtimonies to ſhew, that our prin- 


cipal manufactures are in as proſperous a ſtate 
as can poſſibly be deſired. As to our Army, it 
would be a ſatire on our ſoldiers to make a 


compariſon of their ſkill. and bravery. with the 


beſt troops in the world; they have always 


conquered, and I hope they ever will, when 
led either aginſt Inſult, Superſtition, or Re- 


bellion. -The Navy is a bulwark of defence, 8 


which the united force of all our enemies can 


never ſhake. The preſent complement of our 


line. of. battle N 5 manned, fall 
. only 


% 
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only eren hort: tlie joint force of France 
and Spain; but the ſoundneſs afl our. yeſſels, 
the zintrepidit of our. failers,andſkillofup 
Commanders, give as) & powerful ſscuric 
uͤgainſt ſuch al trifling. balance: Fhe many 
public attenapts:toinvalidate this complete ſtate 
& the Navy, ard:ohly: >eftotts: of intemipe- | 
Kok Foe yok Is oud: minds: with thats 
ter of de e 8 adow. 
Our RxSsOouxcENAHe the: pure effuſions of aeg 
People. The n 4 Few, o 
to „en, ulneſsof the Many, cannot leſſen 
the campetency of general; conſent. In all 
communities, thera are diſſentients froth "the 
public: voice; but this does not infer; that the 
f click of that Society are incompetent without 
_ thoſeidetached Members. Noo nor dock the 
venality of ont᷑ affect the purĩty of many; ĩt 
5 nacher adds luſtre,to Independence. A thier 
Yordotie to bunt e bavong bus An ibi 
Theſe 3 which are the reſult of 
viewing our frecdom and happineis: „ produes 
this rational concluſion:¶T hat the tribute of the 
Public: is a frat gifts tliat thæ full enjoyment 
bf. liberty i fag h 


app andoloyal ; and 
that their induſtr i am νν,,j&ü-k fully-enable 
them to ſupply any demand the exigencles 1 
the; State may;roquife fon tlie protection of theſe | 
bleſtings. Our Countirs, I have ſaid, arb 
dirgted by Wiſdatn anf Unanimity. A dm 
2 Wleithis is a; Creedarhich with many will be 
ery hard qt digeft:-I-think, however, no per- 
fon 30 A diſpute the abilities of thoſe Stateſmen 
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Vnanimity. The digreſſion of a few fretful ,peev-" 


( 16 ) 


who have principally directed our late pro- 
ceedings. Their plans appear to be the effect 
of ſound judgment; and amongſt the various 


operations attending this quarrel with Ame- 


rica, not one miſtake ſeems to have originated 


in the Cabinet. Indeed, if we conſider the ma- 


ny difficulties that oppoſed the primary pro- 


ceedings againſt the Colonies, we ſhould be 


aſtoniſhed at the amount of our ſucceſs and : 


good fortune. At home, a Faction zealous in 


promoting diſquietude and diſtruſt in the 
minds of the People, wa. ng treachery 


and infidelity in the Servants 


| Government, 
illegally and indirectly abetti 


n gs . Colonies . 


in rebellious practices, and aſſiſting them with 
means to protract all accommodating meaſures, 
until the hope of that happy event was finally 


ſwallowed up in open Rebellion, are truths 
which preſſed hard on the operations of Go- 
vernment, and proved a fund of miſchief. 


Our ſhips and ſtores were ſteered into the rebel 


ports without expence, our plans were ren- 


dered abortive, and the rebels carried over a 


treachery could have effected, or preven t ed 


I further think, that to Wiſdom we may join 


1 


1ſh men does not deſtroy that title; a 


ſion ſo truly contemptible, that the whole ex- 
tent of Hiſtory cannot produce a counterpart. 
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Proms theſe obſervations, th the rational 
concluſion they form in the intelligent mind, 


I would not only pronounce us a wealthy, . 


and happy People; but that our ſecurity for 
thoſe bleſſings are in the beſt ſituation, and 
Ws in the beſt hands poffible. 


3 Before L enter on the nature of the war with 
America, it will be neceſſary, for obvious 


p 


. to admit the following ſketch. 


The preſent” conteſt between Great Britain 


and America, has' furniſhed all Europe with 


"an ample field for ſpeculation, in matters re- 
lating to a Prince and a People; and few of 


thofe kingdoms have viewed this quarrel with 
-indifference. Some have confidered it as an 


agreeable omen to the enlargement of their 


trade ; others, to the extenſion of their domi- 
nions ; while the greater part behold the re- 


volt as the moſt flagrant rebellion. As with 


kingdoms, ſo it is with leſſer ſocieties and in- 


dividuals ; they judge as they have been taught, 
and as their intereſt directs them: whereas, 
were all men left to the free direction of pure 
Nature, they would, in this caſe, UN1vERSAL- 
LY ſtamp the revolt REBELLION. They would 
ſay, it was a ſwerving from that allegiance which 
tlie free and combined aſſent of the People had 
2 made poſitively laſting and inviolably ſound : 
they would not only ſay, that preſcription from 


Y the carlieft period Had ſanctified the neceſſity 
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it was in that interval 
\ SUPERSTITION and the birth of SysTEeM, when 
Nature, diſrobed of her many- coloured veſt- 
ments, appeared in one perfect garb to all man- 
kind, and pointed out this plain and ſimple 
mode of government: but the idol of Syſtems, 


0 5 


of a ſupreme authority; but that without fuck 
a ſuperior in all States, it would be impoſſible 


to keep the world from confuſion. Tradition 
tells us, that hie ſupreme authority was, in 
the early Ages, beſtowed on perſons either he- 
reditarily entitled to the truſt, or qualified by 
ſome ſingular accompliſhments for governing. 
It made no difference how contracted or enlarged. 
the dominions were, or whether they limited 
one Iſland, or comprehended many; "ol who 
acknowledged the authority, and partook of 


its protection, was conſequently liable to the 


tame inconvenience, and bound by the ſame 


laws. The general conſideration for this ſu- 
preme truſt was, diſpenſing juſtice imparti- 


ally, exacting obedience indiſcriminately, and 


levying contributions proportionally. While 


this mutual faith continued unpolluted, the 


People could not be opprefled, nor the Monarch 


dethroned. The leaſt infraction from the Peo- 


ple conſtituted Rebellion, as did the ſmalleſt 
violation from the Supreme, tyranny. This ra- 
tional mode of government only ſubſiſted pure 
during a ſhort, but ow period of time; 

etween the death of 


which ſprung from the aſhes of Superſtition, 


ſoon deſtroyed this eee order, and ſet 


mankind 
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ale at variance with their own Qhadows, 
' becauſe they could not diſcoyer the origin of 
Light and Shade; hence Confuſion, Anarchy, 
and broils, infeſted Society; and few, very few, 
_ eſcaped the general contagion. Amongſt thoſe 


few examples, England was the chief; and at 


this day comes, perhaps, as near perfection in 
the mode of government as it is poſſible for a 
State or Kingdom to enjoy. : 


A this ſketch I would ain and . ä 
finitively infer, that ſince America became the 
inheritance of Great Britain, it has been go- 

verned in ſtrict conformity with the moſt per- 
fect and unprejudiced laws of natural felicity. 
Its having the ſame Supreme as England, does 
not argue that its laws and privileges are to be 
the ſame alſo; neceſſary exemptions, and re- 
quiſite exactions, make a wide diſtinction ; and 
fo long as theſe diſtinctions are bounded by the 
| original compact, the mutual faith cannot be 
broken. In all the proceedings with America, 
the greateſt lenity and mildneſs have been ex- 
erciſed, and every meaſure much too favour- 
able, when compared with the burthens and 
hardſhips of the Parent State. Even thoſe acts 
which are reprobated by the Partizans of that 
country, as the leading motives to the preſent | 
- quarrel, were conceived with the utmoſt ten- 
derneſs and affection, and ſtrongly mark the 
friendly intention and diſpofition of the Le- 
gillator towards ſeven the peace and happi- 
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4 of the Colonies. Theſe Acts were drawn 


on a large ſcale, and pointed to very extenſive 
and mutual benefits. They were matters which 
much exceeded the experience of the Ameri- 

cans, and the iſſue could only explain to them 
the propriety of the inſtitution ; ; but ſedition 
had been long ſown in that country, and it 
now made its firſt ſhoots towards Vegetation * 
2 little cultivation ſoon raiſed it to ; a perfect 


Rate of Treaſon and Rebellion. 


1 would n now take date from the 18 at * . 
1 ington; and tho' it cannot be called the firſt act of 


infraction from the Colonies, by many; yet 


it ſo fully explains the real deſigns of that coun- 
try, as puts it beyond all manner of doubt, 
that they were then in an open and avowed ſtate | 

of Rebellion. The Reverend Gentleman _ 
whoa fo ſtrongly contends for this manner of 
practice, has introduced the above tranſaction 

as an evidence, that the Colonies never had 


independence in view; for, fays he they 


«« were at this junQure entirely defenceleſs.” ; 


Were this aſſertion as much truth as it is the 


reverſe, it bears no great proof of their loyalty. 
and good faith. Hitherto all their outrage hath - 
been treated by Government with ſympathy | 
and compaſſion, and wiſely conſidered as the 
effect of a frenzy, raiſed and ſupported by a 
ſett of deſperate men, whoſe ambition, turbu- 
lence and hypocriſy formed the moſt diffolute 
Characters on the Whole Continent, and per-— 


; 1 
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(29 
| haps i in the Sh World. The tepdernalh of. 
our Legiſlators at this, period was thought by. - 
855 many ill- placed: it has proved ſo; but I am 
certain it was amiable, and therefore mierits 
approbation. Government wiſhed; and en- 
deavoured to paſs over their inſults, without 
placing them to the people at large. They 
took every method to convince the inſurgents, 
that their attempts to diſturb the progreſs 
of le gal power, were trifling and nfo teat; j 
and 5 950 meaſures would have proved effec- 
tual, had fidelity and honour, attended the ex- 
ecution as faithfully, as wiſdom and diſcretion 
atctuated the formation. But here the fatality - 
reſted; and I cannot help remarking, that 
thoſe perſons ſtationed on the Continent, and 
commiſſioned tor execute with prudence, and 
inform with candour and punctuality, were to a 
man unfit and untrue to the truſt, and while 
they eat the Bread of Government, ſhameful- 
ly abuſed its confidence. They conveyed home 
the moſt: abominable falſhoods ; they urged - 
the people, by a ſtretched ſeverity of their 
power, or a relaxed attention to their duty, 
to conſider the King and his Miniſters as the 
authors of theſe i improprieties and grievances, 
which exiſted only from their own. inſufficien= ©; | 
cy and want of principle. Throughout the 
whole Continent, I know not one Officer in the 
Civil Department Who has a juſt claim to 
exemption from this charge; but from the 
_ Governor to the common hangman, they 
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equally and univerſally deſerve the halter ; 
and it is my intention in a future publication, 
to ſhew on ſound grounds, that ſuch a fate 
would be too merciful. At preſent I will con- 
tent myſelf with affirming, on the moſt pure 
and unprejudiced authority, and half Europe 
will bear me witneſs, that RxBLLION never 
could have been avowed by the AMtrIcans, 
had the Servants of Government acted honeſtly. 
J 9 to be underſtood, I mean thoſe Servants 

, who held employments in that country; 
fog though I condemn the executors, yet 1 


applaud the laws, as the moſt n Juft, 


and virtuous, 


Until the eve of that tranſaction at Lexing- 
ton, nothing had iſſued which could give the 
leaſt pretence for the Americans to provide for 
War, except their preconcerted motives for 
independence; nevertheleſs, they were, in a 
few days from this affair, amply ftored with 
all manner of arms and ammunition, except 
powder, and of this ſufficient for any imme 
diate ſervice. This ſpeedy and ample provi- 
fion was not an accumulation gathered from 
the common courſe of ſupplies of individuals, 
as has been often aſſerted; it was the produce 1 
of a very different reſource. 


The Reverend Rebel has forgot to mention 
this circumſtance, for I cannot ſuppoſe him 
ignorant of either the cauſe or effect: His 


— bioug 


( 23 ) 
pious | correſpondent at New-York would he⸗ 
ver conceal ſo eſſential a manœuvre from ſo 


ſtaunch a friend; but leſt it /hould be other- 


wiſe, I will indulge this Gentleman with a true 7 
relation of the matter. 


In the firſt Congreſs 1 met at Phila- 


: delphia, and amongſt their firſt proceedings, 
a motion was drawn up by Nine leading and 
Principal Members of that * , of which 


the following i is an abſtract: 


* "Theſe and W haſnt eq ally: intereſt 
t 


reatened de- 


ing, and impelled by the | 
ſtruction to the Peace and Liberty of 
America, to ſecure, if poſſible, the bleſſings 
and privileges of Nature from the invaſion 
© of tyrannical power: It is reſolved, and 
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« earneſtly recommended to all our brethren 
engaged in the cauſe of Liberty, but more 


* 
* 


10 particularly to the ſeveral Provincial Com- 


«* mittees, to purchaſe for the uſe of the ſaid 


- Provinces all manner of arms and ammuni- 
tion, as may be judged neceſſary for the 


to our peace, or deſtruction to our property 


moſt centrical part of each Province, under 
the care and inſpection of an Intendant ap- 


ce pointed by the ſaid Committees for that 
10 Purpoſe, &c. Kc. : 


i 


defence of the ſame, againſt any interruption 


and that ſuch arms, ammunition, &c. be 
ſtored in ſome ſafe and ſecure place, in the 


This 
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. 
| * his motion was framed;and intended for the 
danction of the Congreſs, and would have paſſed 
that Aſſembly with few diſſentients; but their 
old friend, Hypocrrfy, told them, it was necef- - 
fary to follow 47s inſtructions a little longer, 
and directed them to a more prudent method. 
This ſubſtitute was perhaps the moſt ſtriking 
— explanation the American Leaders ever gave of 
. their deſigns, and I will give it verbatim from 
$6 Angina, as it lays before me, while I write. 


There were uniform letters dictated by that 
- Infernal Rebel Hancock, and circulated by ſuch 

Members of the Congreſs as approved of the 
ſcheme, to their ſelect friends ee all 


America; a cop of which follows ; a 
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The progreſs of tyrannical power Kenn to 
- * increaſe: ſo faſt upon us, and the influence 
of uſurped authority runs fo rapid through 
* the lint, as leaves little doubt to what fate- 
our freedom and property are deſigned: Im - 
e prefſed' with the direful event of theſe con- 
_« ſiderations ; trembling at the hideous bonds 
„ of ſlavery, held over us by the fiends of 
Liberty and Juſtice ; and ſwayed by a ſtrong 
* affection for the ſafety and happineſs of this 
* country; I cannot help coinciding with the 

« ſeveral opinions of my Fellow Delegates, 
that every poſſible means ſhould be imme- 


1 * Giately adopted to avert the awful criſis 
„% which 
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which threatens us. With this view, 1 have, 
in conjunction with our warmeſt friends, 
engaged to direct all my intereſt to the great 
end of defending the Rights and W 
of Natural eie 


* 


« In full perſuaſion of your chearful and 


ready affiſtance, I earneſtly intreat, that 
you will loſe no time in purchaſing ſuch 


the limits of your power to accompliſh, 
without alarming the ſuſpicions of thoſe, 
whoſe views are differently bended. At 
this early ſtage of affairs, it might be dan- 


gerous to riſk a general diſcovery of our pri- 


T7 f 


vate intentions; but the confidence which 


I have on your judgment and friendſhip 
makes me perfectly eaſy in this reſpect, 
Your own diſcernment will 


neceſſity of depoſiting whatever purchaſes 


of this nature you may make, in ſome ſe- 
cure and eligible fituation ; and I have au- 
thority to add, that the charges attending 

this tranſaction, will be reimburſed from 
the 4 Revenue of America. 


„ Believe me to be 


"Op 6 with unalterable friendſhip, | 1 


.* Dear Sib, :-- 


. Tours moſt cathfully, - 
[1 


New Vork. 


* * = *L =2 _ A Sn 82 


point out. the 


1 fe 25 | Theſe 


% Fog £ 2 W 2 
— —— —— — 2 AU 
-_- — the —_— 
* * E ” 
"DP 2 


— — 
n 
2 


— 
— 


_ 2A 4 VApe. td 
— — _ . * 
3 a — 2 ay 
— ” 
jo N 


( | 26 | ) 
Theſe Evidences are fo. VE) unt the 
boaſted loyalty and allegiance. of the Ameri- 
cans, as intirely deſtroy every charitable ſup- 
poſition for their pretended ground of quarrel. 
It ſhews, that their primary acts were con- 
ceived with a view to independence, and that 
all their proceedings uniformly tended to diſ- 
: Hun: themſelves from Great Britain. boy 
" Theſe Kade e were-verified the firſt op- 
bortunity that offered; and the affair at Lex- 
augton, gave. full ſcope to their deſign. The 
maſk which had hitherto covered their treachery 
was thrown aſide, and the violence of Rebel- 
lion raged in all their borders, and hurried 
them to a Declaration of Independence. It has 
been ſaid, they were urged to this ſtep by the 
oppreſſive acts of Government, repeatedly iſ- 
ſued in oppoſition. to their profeſſions of loy- 9 
aliy, and remonſtrance of grievances. I have 15 
already mentioned, and I can with the pureſt | 
confidence repeat, that the Acts of the Britith 
Parliament reſpecting America, have always 
been much too favourable. The preſent flate of 
matters. confirms this opinion to be juſt, — 
Had the legal claims of Government. been en- 
forced by a juſt and faithful exertion of its 
power and authority, the Americans never 
could have carried their reſiſtance to ſuch a de- 
_gree of violence: they muſt have acquieſced ; 
they muſt have ſubmitted to juſtice and equi- 
ty. But Government relaxed, as the Ameri- 
cans 


—— 


w 5 — © — — — 2 jw. — — — 1 — 
4 — _ — — * 
: Wr N IE OT OF E es oo ee EE — * | 
_ — * — ny 7 $.-Þ on Te CY SS" a ; « . > —_ — Wo = - — — — s * 
d a - 


P ns. SEE a ED IE. Too. ns — - 1 W RAS „ — ͤ—ͤ ð—ö— 
Yar — gn” — — — 2 —— . — — ——— — 2 


— 2 — — — - * 
— _— 


N 


CCCP 


. 


cans grew poſitive; and for a while they 


played like two School- Boys at croſs-buttocks, 


until, by repeated irritation, a battle enſued. 


I cannot help taking notice here of the 
conduct of a certain Nobleman, whoſe cha- 
racter, till this period, rivalled the whcle world 
for ſoundneſs of judgment, and purity of pa- 
triotiſm. Whether it was the agonies of a 


diſtempered body that ſet his mind at variance 


with reaſon, or whether reaſon, fatigued with 
the juſt applauſe of his paſt actions, retired, 

and left his paſſions to rule, I know not; but 
the active part he performed in that INI uDI- 
crous REPEAL, reſts upon his life an indelible 
ſtain of univerſal reproach. May Hiſtory, 


when ſhe draws. his character, drop a tear on 


3 that period, and blot it out for ever! 


The conſequence of this revocation was 


fatal to Great Britain. The Americans took 


; advantage of the indulgence, and claimed an 
exemption from all impoſts, as a matter of 


privilege. Government ſoon perceived the 


miſtake; but the power of amending was gone 


from them, and the only conſolation left was, 
a hope of having ſacrificed to unanimity at 
home ; ; but here they were equally unfortunate, 


From this period to the preſent, no acts 1 | 


ſeverity againſt the Americans have been equal 
to the puniſhment their arrogance and cruelty . 
"ox co = 2 merit. 
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merit. At this moment, when their Congrefs 
are meditating on bloodſhed and murder, and 
ſfanClifying every baſe and wanton act of Mad- 


men and Cowards, the Britiſh Cauſe is ſuf- - 


fering from motives of compaſſion and Hu 
manity, : OE es oh 
The Americans plea of having complained 
to the King without redreſs, -is the moſt laugh- 
able circumſtance in all their catalogue of 
| wrongs. The caſe was this, and I will leave 
the world to determine whether their Addreſſes 
deſerved a favourable reception: 8 


The Americans never addreſſed the King 
but on certain occaſions; and that was, when 
they had been committing ſome violent depre- 
dations on the perſons 1 property of his Ma- 
jeſty's loyal ſubjects; and having cloſed the 
ſcene with robbery and murder, rh, followed 


their moſt humble and dutiful Addreſs, ſuppli- 


cating the Royal interpoſition againſt the op- 
preſſions of wicked Miniſters.— Theſe in- 
ſults were neither ſimple nor caſual; they 
were multiplied by intentional aggravations, 
and calculated with no other motive than to 
provoke a quarrel. The moſt galling and ir- 
ritating reflections were pointed at the happi- 
neſs of a MonaARCH, whoſe life and reign had 
been one continued ſcene of virtue, tender- 
neſs, and juſtice. How muſt the honeſt heart 
feel, in beholding a man, oppreſſed with the 

10 al weight 
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weight and magnitude of ſuch. inſults, ſtoop- 
ing from the dignity of nature with friendſhip 


in his heart, and compaſſion in his actions, 
pleading in excuſe for his foes, the miſtakes of 


the heart, and the errors of the mind, admo- 


niſhing with the duty of a parent, and cheriſh- 
ing with the affection of a brother; but in 
viewing this character in a KING, every feeling 


is ſwallowed up in revenge and indignation 
| againſt the authors of ſuch a ſc ene. 


There has been further offered, in vinGica- 
tion of the American attachment to this coun- 
try and conſtitution, the evidence of ſome let- 
ters ſaid to be wrote from New York, and ex- 
tracts of reſolutions from Philadelphia, which 


are inſerted in Additional Obſervations on 
Civil Liberty.” I beg leave to obſerve, with 
reſpect to thoſe extracts and reſolutions, and 
F to that which concludes Doctor 


rice's Tract, that there is not the leaſt ground 
to ſuppoſe them real. By real, I mean not 


wrote as facts, but as palliatives to the iniquity 


of the Cauſe they were intended to ſerve. 


have in knowledge, the author of the two 


letters, dated New York, Auguſt 8th, 1775, 
and January 3d, 1776, and chearfully ac- 
knowledge that the Writer's abilities are of the 


firſt rank, but his principles ſo much the re- 


yerſe, as deſtroy all compariſon. His con- 
duct has ſhewn him the moſt complete diſſem- 


bler 


7 


bler on the whole Continent; and to ſappols 
that theſe letters contain his real ſentiments, 
would be to ſu poſe Doctor Price not capable 
of concealing the treaſonable practices of his 
ſecond-hand Correſpondent. ' I can, however, 
_ poſitively affirm them not to have been the 


ſentiments of this New York Coreſpondent, at ; 


that time they were dated. The letter-writer 
| fays, he wrote to one of their Delegates to 
* know the ſtate of a report current at New 
« York, reſpecting the Congreſs having finally 
* agreed on Independence; and adds, © That 
« his anſwer diſclaims any knowledge of ſuch 
«.g circumſtance, and the total impoſſibility 
* of moving ſuch a matter in that Aſſembly.“ 
This anſwer is falſe; the gentleman did write 
to one of their Delegates, Mr. 885 Jay; ; but 
his reply was very different to the one given by 
Doctor Price. It is not at all improbable that 
there were ebe anſwers ; and if Doctor Price is 
in poſſeſſion of them bo7h, he will be able to 
judge of my accuracy from the following pa- 
ragraph: The long expected event is faſt 
« approaching ; Independance will ſoon rear | 
her Golden Standard, ſanctified by a full 
% Congreſs; and ſupported, I hope, by all 
America, firmneſs and unanimity will quick- 
ly form us the firſt Empire of the World.” 
There is no occaſion to enforce the verity of this 
on the Reverend Rebel, but the Public has a 
right to know my authority, and I will chear- 
fully tell them, that it is derived from a gen- 
2 tleman 


e 


tleman who read theſe words in a letter, the 
hand-writing of Jobn Jay, and addreſſed to 


the immaculate ——,— at New York, On 
my informant's veracity, I would, ſtake my 


peace and happineſs ; he is ſo tenacious of his 


character, that even the | Righteous Lye of an 
Independent would be deemed. by him an un- 
pargonable deviation from Mrtue. 18 


| Being thus guided in my judgment of theſe 


_ two Extracts, I reaſonably conclude, that the 
others are fabrications of the ſame nature; and 


as no action of the Americans ever tallied with 
the profeſſions theſe Letters contain, I think 


my conſtruction a very rational one. It muſt 
be underſtood, that I exclude thar Reſolution 


which forms a codicil to Additional Ob- 
« ſervations on Civil Liberty,“ from this ge- 
neral decree. Circumſtances eonſign it 10 8 


very Acer fate. 


There 3 is 2 petty F NA in * kingdom diſ- 


tinguiſhed from the general one, by a ſullen- 
IN of principle verging on the. Creed of Pe- 
mocracy and Independence; hence they are 
nearly allied in ſentiment to the virtuẽsus Ame- 


ricans; and it would be degrading their feel- 


ings to ſay, that they have not uniformly aſ- 
ſiſted their brethren in a cauſe which is found- 


ed on fimilar opinions. I can happily remove 


any ſuch diſgraceful ſuppoſition, and juſtly 


declare, that they have. nouriſhed and _— 8 


ed 


|| ? X 
F * 
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ed this cans Ah a firmneſs and perſeverance 
which mark them faithful allies, and then. of 
ſound principle. Tis true, they have not been 
dignified with the epithet of Rebel, but they 
have a juſt claim to this title, and ought 
to inſiſt on the addition, as a right derived 
both from practice and profeſſion ; for I can 


ſee no material difference between the man 


that charges the mulket, and he that mw 
the ow. a (23606 "TVS. © 
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There i is ſomething i in Wo comp n of ths 
Declaration which" concludes Doctor Price's 


Tract, as perſuades me that its birth and faſhion | 


are the pure offspring of bis Faction. It ſerves a 
purpoſe ſo directly pointed at in the ſequel, as 


convinces me I cannot be miſtaken in the ap- 


plication. During the whole of the year 1775, 
and until the month of July 1776, no Reſolution 
or Declaration whatever, neither in the Congreſs, 
__ theCoMmiTTEEs, or ſelect parties of Delegates, 
but which came unpolluted and perfect to m 
knowledge, 'and none that bore any likenef 
of this ever appeared; from which I conclude, 
that its nativity was from a different quarter. 
Indeed, to every one that knows America, the 
doctrine it contains is highly abſurd, and dia- 
metrically oppoſite to their deſigns at that 
time. I have not a doubt about its originality. 
Doctor Price's manner of introducing it ; the 
fimilitude and affinity it bears to the pacific 


plan of an excellent Peer; ; and the compli- 


2 — mentary 


< 


\ 


TY 


mentary Foßeluben, all declare its „ Linh and 
parentage; and I may ſafely add, that this is 


not the firſt baſtard the reverend Doctor Price 


has chriſtened. 'Lamentable, indeed, that the 


garb and profeſſion of REY ſhould be a co- | 


n to ſuch crimes Ko 


The pious Dinas 15 uſed every art, and 
introduced every invention that could poſſibly 
ſerve the cauſe of the American Rebellion. His 
propoſitions are well choſen, but wretchedly 
ſupported. A virtuous and good cauſe often 


needs the whole aid of Truth to give it ſanc- 


tion; what then is the ſtate of that ſyſtem 


5 whoſe foundation 1s Treachery and Rebellion, 


conducted by Rapine, Violence, and Murder, 
and vindicated by Hypocriſy, Impoſition, and 
Falſehood? Such is the cauſe eſpouſed and de- 


tended by that clan of Patriots, of whom Doctor 
Price is the literary chief; but his religion 


directs and protects him in this manner of 
practice; and, were he to act otherwiſe, his 
conſcience would accuſe him. To be at peace 
with Virtue and good Government is, in his 
language of Religion, to be a Heretic: as ſuch, 
perhaps, I onght not to blame the man; he 
may have been nurſed with the infection; and 
certain it is, no prepoſſeſſion is more difficult 


to get rid of, than that infuſed with our mo- 


ther's milk ; it becomes a ſubſtitute for Nature 
and Reaſon, and always forms the ſtrongeſt and 
moſt unalterable 1 in. favour of thioſe 


early 


. 
early impregnations. 1 5 - thief, raiſed by in- - 
ſtruction to conſider honeſty. a vice, is equally 
guiltleſs in his depredation, as the righteous 
| Independent, _ whoſe profeſſion teaches. him, 
that the deſtruction of all legal authority is 

Virtue, They originate in the ſame principle, 
are impelled by the ſame motive, and ought 
to. terminate in the ſame fate. It is therefore 
10 more than charitable, to allow Poctor Price 
the benefit of this plea for his profeſſion; 
may he find a better one for his practice, when 
called to a bar of impartial Taj! 5 


Al that has been urged in favour a he 7 
Americans, only ſerves, to increaſe the nature 
of their guilt. They are ſubſtantially fixed 
with being guided from their earlieſt infrac- 
tions by motives of Independency ; their pro- 
feſſions of loyalty and affection are clearly 
proved the crafty ſubterfuges of their infidious 
deſigns; and the intent of their conduct has 
1 been one continual ſcene of impoſition and 
diſimulation. 


No ſect of Religionids, ever practiſed "i 
pocriſy with ſo much ſucceſs over their de- 
luded followers, as the American Leaders have 
done over their infatuated Conſtituents; nor 
has there ever been ſo ſtrong an inſtance of 
the power of religious craft, as is exemplified. 
in the progreſs of this Revolution. The de- 


ſigners of this Rebellion tried every Art to 


% 


— * 


. 


break the People's allegiance. Miſtakes were 


exaggerated to intentional violations ; lenient 


modes of Government were magnified to un- 
common acts of tyranny ; and every indulgence 


to their commerce was repreſented as curſes 
on their liberty and freedom; yet the People 
were happy, and murmured not. But no 


\ 


ſooner did the whining cant of ſpecious zeal 
attack their feelings, than they ran like mad- 
men to the Standard of ' Hypocriſy, and ſwal- 
lowed every thing that bigotry and enthuſiaſm 


could invent. 


It is very remarkable, and I think deſerves 


the ſerious conſideration of Priceanian Philoſo- 
phers, that every diviſion in the Church, eve- 
ry revolution in Kingdoms and States, indeed 
every great event in the ſyſtem of Society, have 
been accompliſhed by religious hypocriſy and 
holy craft. Ambition, armed with this power, 


Has injured the peace and quiet of mankind more 


than all the Tyrants that ever reigned. How tru- 
lvyperplexing is ſuch a reflection, to a heart guid- 


ed only by Nature's policy, to behold the vaſt 


deſtruction, bloodſhed and murder committed 
under the ſanction of what Syſtematiſts call 
Religion. The Americans have practiſed it 
with great ſucceſs, and it is aſtoniſhing to view 
the number of Converts they have made; but 
it ſhould be remembered, that they are men ei- 
ther deſperate in fortune, or diſtracted in their 
conſcience. I cannot therefore reconcile ei- 
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ther with Religion or Morality y. the afler- 
tions of the Reverend Independent, who vin- 
dicates the whole conduct of the Americans 
as a complete and perfect model of brave and 
virtuous actions. From their practice he draws 
a mode of Society the moſt irreligious, impo- 
litic and baſe, that ever proceeded from the 
human underſtanding. Were it poſſible for 
his principles to become univerſal, the World 
would be a Society of Cut- throats. He con- 
demns all order of Government as deſtructive 
to Free- Mill: He arraigns all faith and confi- 
dence on Princes, as a derogation from Uni- 
verſal Independency : in - ſhort, he reprobates 
every reſtraint laid on the vicious principles of 
man, as a ſubverſion of bis order, which con- 
ſtitutes every individual uncontroulable in all 
his actions. May that Power, which has hi- 
therto preſeryed the majority of mankind, ſtill 
_ preſerve them from ſuch a fatal doctrine ; and 
may ſome ſignal curſe be affixed to thoſe opera- 
tions, which tend to eſtabliſh fo Diabolical a 
Law! . 

I will conclude this part 2 the ile 
ing obſervations :—The effects of this diſrup- 
tion, and the conſequence of the war now car- 
.. Tying on againſt America, will undoubtedly 
give us that firm and laſting ſecurity ur their 
obedience and attachment, which even, the 
full grant of their own requeſt would | not have 
done. Their conqueſt is inevitable, nor is it in 
the power of t their whole force, however _ 

| ' TOE 


K 


united, to prolong this event to any diſtant pe- 
riod. They have been numerous in the field; 
they will. be no more ſo: their ardor is abated; 


the deluſive hope of foreign aid rendered them 
confident ; that hope fled, they are now irre- 


ſolute : the indirect aſſiſtance of foreign powers 


only increaſes their misfortunes : it tempts 
them to traffic; but on ſuch terms as muſt 


ſoon ſwallow them up. Their commodities 
are not of value, until within the port of their 
inſidious abettors ; but the exchange is at their 


riſk. the moment it is laded. Wiſe and wealthy 
men perceive this defection, and draw back 


ere the AN nf reaches them. The deluded 
and deſperate ſu 


but even this unprofitable hope will ſoon be 


cut off: the ſeaſon is arrived, when our Army 


and Navy will co-operate in full force againſt 
them; 4 conſequence muſt be their total 
overthrow: our inaction, from motives of hu- 
manity, has poſtponed this determination 


too long: all our ſtrength ſhould be directed 
to this grand deciſion, and the conqueſt is cer- 
tain; yet it cannot be too ſoon: conquered 
they muſt be, or loſt for ever: no palliating 


terms, no accommodating meaſures, however 
favourable, ſhould be accepted or liſtened to by 


us: Juftice drew the ſword from the ſcabbard; 
it ſhould not return but with full conqueſt 


and reduction. Impreſſed with theſe ſenti- 
ments, I cannot help adopting the manner of 


Docdor 


pport the proverb, Having 
ec nothing to loſe, they have nothing to feaf _—_— 


(PF) 
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Doctor Price, and, however feeble my voice, of 


crying to this country,-——* Spare not the 
Americans: they merit puniſhment : they 


have drawn the vengeance of this guiltleſs 


4 nation on their heads. Let them feel the 


« weight of that reſentment which their re- 


« peated inſults have provoked. . Convince 
e them and their vile abettors, that the pow-- 


4 ers of Britain are alone ſufficient to chaſtiſe 
all her enemies. Suſtain with vigour and 
- * reſolution the character of your country. 5 


„ Vindicate with your lateſt breath the privi- 


e leges of conqueſt acquired with the blood 
* of your anceſtors, and defend with your 
lives the authority of your King, made ſa- 


cred by your bond and pledge of faith !— 
Such a conduct will add to that vaſt diſtine- 


« tion which the whole world pays you; ſuch 4 


will ever ſecure a glorious triumph over all 


< your foes; and ſuch will ever bring you 


bi wealth, peace,” and Happineſs.” 


Theſe are my ſentiments ; and I peak boch Us 


a perfect conviction of the baſe deſigns of Ame- 
rica, and the juſtneſs of the Britiſh claim. WF 


on the well- grounded ſuppoſition, that the 


complete conqueſt of America is near at hand, 
I will finally cloſe this Section with a reſpectful . 
« When the 


admonition to Government.- 
« SWORD has brought America to the ſub- 


6 . of your Will, think not of holding 
them 


1 


7 a by the Sword: it will be expenſive, op- 
<< preſlive, and unſolid. Let them not know 
you are Conquerors, by laying them in 

Bondage. Repeal thoſe Acts, the neceſſa- 


ce 


ry effect of their infractions. Make a ge- 


« neral and indiſcriminate change of. your 


« Servants formerly amongſt them. Place them 


indiſeriminately in that ſtate of Freedom they. 
«þ madly abandoned, reſerving only the po] 
ber of amending.—This will bind them the 
« grateful, loyal, and indiſſoluble Subjects of 
Great Britain; they will repay the indul- 
«6 _ gence by a diligent attention to mutual ad- 
vantage; they will, place an unſuſpecting | 


Te confidence on your judgment and direction; 
and chearfully acquieſce and aſſiſt in every 
| « public meaſure for the general good. fe 


Should. this be ed, England may hive 


no cauſe to mourn the American war. Should 


the contrary take place, it is difficult to ſay 


| where the curſe will end. 


8 E c * 1 0 N III. 
ov the Debts and Revenue of 4 Fr rance. 6 


\RAN CE is a »:Kinglom, 0 little ir- 


has given ſo few examples worthy of imita- 
tion, 


1 


tuous in its mode of Government, and 
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tion, that to draw it in ooparilbüt with al⸗ 
moſt any State in Europe, would diſgrace the . 
moſt unintelligent Hiſtorian of the ape; yet ö 
= ſuch are the prejudices of man, ſuch the abuſe 
| of knowledge, when the paſſiohs are to be 
| gratified, that the Reverend Doctor Price has 
repreſented the Treaſury, Trade, and Govern- 
ment of this abſurd! and unſolid Nation, as in & 
the moſt proſperous and perfect ſituation poſ- 2 
ſible. It is a ſacrifice I with he had not made; 
it is coming too near that period of proſtitu- CE 
tion; after which the qualities of the mind are * 
 ſovitiated, that in performing their common „ 
function they diffuſe incurable infection. __ | 


When mien publiſh their private opinions to 
the world; it is not expected to find them per- 
fectly ſound and unexceptionable; nor is it 
| ible they can be reconciled with every peer 
ſon's ideas of truth. But when men publiſn 5 
the hiſtory of a Kingdom, a Community, or 
an Individual, it is very different; they Have a 
line of conduct for their guide, and no private 
opinion ſhould oppoſe or bias the true direc- 
tion; and ſhould any ſuch partiality interfere, 
the compilement muſt have been form'd to ſerve 
ſome particular purpoſe. Of ſuch a nature o 
1 conceive Doctor Price's Account of the Debts : 
and Reſources of France to be ; certain I am it 
1s very erroneous ;. but whether from defign or - 


mifinformation, leave the world to determine. 


: <> 
Fed 


6— 


a 
In order to accommodate the Reader, as 
well as contraſt the errors more forcibly, it 


will be neceſſary to extract thoſe paſſages from 
Doctor Price's publication, which are the moſt 


3 


— 


Doctor price enters on i this ſubject with ſay- 
ing, that © the whole expence of the laſt war 


WELL France, was 49,702,000 I. ſterling, of 


« which 23,152,0001, conſiſted of money pro- 


* cured by the ſale of taxes, free gifts, and 


cc extra- impoſitions during the war, which 
ec left behind them no debts. And 26, 5 50, oool. 
« conſiſted of hans, or money raiſed on per- 
6 petual annuities, life annuities, and lot- 


Ds. teries. 


This! is a moſt egregious miſrepreſentation, 
not only of the amount of laſt war's expence, 


but in ſtating the conſequence of that expence. 
The whole expence of this war to France was 
61,8 52,0001. which ſum was raiſed in the fol- 


lowing manner ; by free gifts and extra-impo- 
ſitions, which left behind them no debts, 
10, 900, oool.; by fale of taxes, 13, 630. oool. 

which I conceive 45 a very different effect from 
the former, altho the Reverend Gentleman has 


: ranked them both in one claſs. The firſt left 


no debt, reſtraint, or obligation whatſoever on 


the Crown; the laſt, tho it left no account, 

able debt, yet its operation had full as per- 

nicious a tendency for the reſources of the 
G 1 revenue 


( 42 ) 


revenue were leflened in an 


from any ſubſequent ad vantage, or ſuper-accu- 
mulation that might afterwards atiſe from 
thoſe taxes. Nor was the nation benefited, nor 
its burthens decreaſed, by this mode of rai- 
ſing money; it was 'only varying the property, 
to ſerve a temporary purpoſe ; the ſame as a 
man would do, who, poſſeſſed of 2 ſolid annui- 
ty, but greatly inadequate to his pteſent exi- 


gence, diſpoſes of bis right to another, in order 
to ſupply his preſent deficiencies. The right be- 
ing thus paſſed from the original poſſeſſor, does 
not invalidate its claim, or take away from its 
ſufficiency; and though it perfectly excludes 
him from any future immunity or 'privilege; 
yet it does not relieye the original grantor, or 
Aetract from the full force of its power and 
operation. The beſt that can be ſaid for this 
mode of financing is, that it funk ſo much of 
the revenue, without any favourable circum- 


ſtance attending the tranſaction. The re- 


mainder of the war expence, 37, 3 22,000]. ways 


raiſed by loans or perpetual annuities, life an- 
nuities, and lotteries, (moſtly centęred in per- 


petuities) and added a ſolid part to the con- 
firmed debt. Doctor Price further ſays, that, 
at the beginning of 1769, the whole debts 


* of France, includin; g all arrears and capitals 
44 43 622, cool. The annual charge derived 
48 from this debt, was 6,707, 500l. —All the 


* appropriations amounted to 8 1218, cool.— 


4 


equal tlegree to the 
taxes diſpoſed of, and he! Crown debarred 


advanced on annuities and lotteries, was 


11 The = 


"te The expence of the se Navy Y, King's 


% Houſhold, Prince Houſhold, Foreign Af- 


t fairs, &c. amounted to 8,947,000]. So that 
* the whole annual expence was 175165, ocol. 
e The whole revenue had amounted before 
e 1769 to 13,484, 500l. The Public, therefore, 
© had exceeded the revenue 3,681,000]. ** 
Me... A bs 


=. 


The. whole of this a0 bunt muſt be Aster 


: ly wrong; for, at the commencement of 17655 


the debts of France amonnted to 120, 2 53, oool. 


And from the beginning of r765 to the com- 
mencement of 45 


69, a fpace of four years, 
the revenue, which taking 


the deficieney 


on Doctor Price's own terms, muſt have aug- 
mented this debt 14,724, oool. therefore, at the 
/ beginning of 1569, it could not be leſs than 

134, 9%, ol. But it will appear from the 


following account, that even this ſum was 


much under the teal- ſtate of the debt in 1769. 
The annual charge on the national debt of 
France at the 


beginning of 159 5, Was 
6,329, 200l. The whole of tlie ar zpropriations 


were 8 69 5,200 l. The Navy; Army, Royal Houſe- 
holds, &. expence, amounted to 9,736,000)... 
which made the whole annual expence 

18,431, 2001. The revenue did Not come up 


quite to 13, 080, 00 but J will take it at 


that ſum; which makes an exceſs in the an- 


nual expence of 35, 431, 200l. This forming a 
furcharge every ſucceeding year, until 1769, 5 


Would then make the whole debt. upwards -" on 


G2 | 142 
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| cas: And am perfectly fatiafied ar 
this account cannot be much W from = y 
progreſs of this ES TEIETS | 
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1 a ſpace of ſeven years from 176g incluſive, 
1 there was an account drawn of the debts and 
revenues of France, the moſt perfect and com- | 
prehenſive that was poſſible for the power 3 
kill of man to perform. And after all per- 
fection of financing ; ; all the reduction of in- 
tereſt and addition of new. taxes; all the 
} ſchemes of ——— — _— „and all the c 
nomy f. nothing very pro- 
DE ſeemed to have. taken place. 1125 


In the liner end of 177 3 which n 


N 
. 
— << — — 


At the wade of the year 1776, the . 
debts of France, including all capitals advan- 
ced on annuities and Joxtenes, and all arrears, 

(thoſe of the Navy for the two preceding years 
were conſiderable) amounted to 1 54, 370, oool. 
The annual charge produced from this debt 
was 7, 358, 500 I. The whole of the appropria- 
tions amounted to 9,473,000 l. The charge of 
the Army, Navy, Royal Houſholds, foreign 
affairs, c. amounted to 8,575,0001: which 

$ made the whole annual expences 18,048,5001. 
—_ The revenue had been racked upto 16,427, Hool. 
pet ſtill it was inſufficient to anſwer the 
annual expence, by a difference on? endes l. 
Per annum. | 


1 beg 


5 0) | 


(45 ) 
1 beg leave to remark, that in arranging 


the re account, I have uſed the greateſt 
exactneſs in collecting it from the general one, 
which is very full and extenſive. Not ſatisfied 
with my own authority in a matter of ſo much 
difficulty, I engaged the aſſiſtance of an emi- 


nent Accomptant, who, after having minutely 
examined and corrected the whole, declared, 
that it was impoſſible to make a more juſt and 


accurate ſtating: J therefore do not heſitate 


to affirm, that it may be relied on as Nen 


Way ict eee e 6 


| Dodtor Price hive diren an arcbüht of: the 
mports into France from their Weſtern 


Iſlands + in 1774 and 1775, in ſugar, indigo, ro- 
cou, and coffee; and adds, that the value of 


theſe commodities, rec exported from F rance, 


| en to 
14 6 . eing. | 
I 0774 — ˙ —— ee 
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1 am not Furniſhed at preſent with en au- 
thentic account of the imports into France 
during theſe two years; but I can give a juſt 
and accurate value of the exports in ſugar, in- 
digo, rocou, and coffee in 1775 3 and it bears 


ſo vaſt a diſproportion to that given by Doctor 
Price, as * indicates an equal defect i in 


that of 1774. 
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Nabu of ſage, 1 reeou, and coffee; 
3 from een in 1 77 St taken upon the . 


erage price, . 
indigo n 4 436.875 
= Rocou | 2 "Nun 51, 200 
| 01,993,342 


This 8 t will 9 ns 8 init 


| zation, and ſupport a minute compariſon with 


any that can be produced ; from which it ap- 


pears, that the French are ſingularly indebted 
to Doctor Price for his eulogiurs on their 
wealth and happineſs; but could he realiſe the 
abundance of his definitions, they w 


ſubſtantially ſo. It is unfortunate for them, 


that he is only moved by ideal cogitations; 
In all his reports he is much miſled, either 


by his judgment or his friends; and throw gh⸗ 


out the whole diſplay of his political n 
ments, he has been contradicted either by 
eventual cauſes or inconteſtible facts. Docs 
this man ſuppoſe, that by forming abſtruſe 
calculations, and ſtating inecherent propoſi- 
tions, to evade detection? or does he rely on 
the faith of his profeſſion, which tolerates the 
practice of every maehination that tends to lead 
mankind from truth and virtue? The ſketch 
he has drawn of the debts and reſourees of 
France, evidently, ſupports this ſuppoſition z . 
but his obſervations derived from ſubject 


axe 


s. 
* 
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are ſo truly ridiculous and ie as only 
to merit a place amongſt the literary produ- 
tions of Bedlam; and, 1 think, fully entitle 
the Author to the firſt vacant ſtraw cap. | 


| When 4 the Sixteenth aſcended the 
throne, no Kingdom could be more oppreſſed 
in all its departments than France. Not a Pro- 
vince, nor ſcarce an individual, but groaned 
under the preſſure of tyrannical exactions; ne- 
vertheleſs their fores and arſenals were unfur- 
niſned; their Navy unſound and incomplete; 
their Army ill Pian Ad, and many of their For- 
treſſes faſt approaching to ruin: indeed, a ge- 
'neral relaxation had for ſome time prevailed 
throughout. all the dependencies of France. 


With this reign a change of meaſures and a 


new Miniſter. was introduced, It would be 
abſurd to ſay it was a reformation; for during 


the whole of this Miniſter's practice, a pecu- 


liar fincſling and crafty diſſimulation only were 
exhibited. This kind of cunning was neceſ- 
fary : Diſcontent had pervaded the whole 


realm of F rance, and inlurrections threatened 
from every quarter. Monfiewr —— ſaw this, 
and found that ſomething extraordinary muſt 
be adopted, or his reputatipn would be loft. 


The taients. and will of his Maſter were under 
his direction, and he applied them to that ſu- 
perficial amendment which Doctor Price ſpeaks 


of as a phenomenon of a moſt extraordinary 
ind, and which incited the People to think. 


be manœuyres a this * ipiſter cannot be cal- 
e bd 


Tv 


87 
led improvements, they were more properly 
alterations; and though conceived with a won- 
derful ſagacity, yet they would ſcarcely endure 
the eaſieſt application of practice. He was am- 
bitious of a name; and having gained his de- 


ſire, retired from the . of 1 im- 
n | To 2 


5 Paſſing a tort period, we come to prove 
the ſchemes of a man who has great abilities, 
ſome integrity, and a little religion; and has 
this ſingular quality from moſt Miniſters, not 
mercenary. As a Proteſtant, he ought to be 
| free from thoſe prejudices which are the pro= 
feſt characteriſtics of the Nation which he di! 
rects; but as an official Miniſter, he muſt e- 
courage, protect, and practiſe them: and this, 
J perceive, will render his plans unſettled and 
. The ſpecimens he has hitherto 
Hl - given of his ſkill, ſhews nothing great or un- 
| common: they certainly do come nearer to 
1 improvements than thoſe of his predeceſſors; 
| but they fall infinitely ſhort of permanent re- 
formation. An event of this nature might be — 
effected, did not conſtitutional cauſes forbid | 
1 it. The exemplification of ſuch a change in | 
1 the finances of France, can only be accompliſh 
ed by an inſeparable revolution in Religion and 
Government. Miniſters may form liberal and 
unexceptionable {chemes ; but when the prac- 
tice and execution reſt on the will and voice 
of one man, they can never be profitable nor 
laſting. All acdc to e Fore executiue 
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Power of France has failed; 4 dend * 
amending, have only added 'burthens on the 
ſubjects, "and given a more enlarged idea of 
luxury: therefore nothing very fortunate can 


be derived to this Kingdom from the ſuperior 


Tkill of Miniſters. The natural ſtrength and 


power of France is very defective: the lite is 


weak and indefenfible ; open by land, and eaſy | 
of acceſs by ſea; and the produce in timhgr 
and minerals are fo greatly inadequate to th 


requirements, as renders any inſtant exertion 


_ difhcult and uncertain. Abating the diſpro- 


portion of territory, we much exceed them in 
Trade, Navigation, number of Inhabitants, 
Currency, and in every other ſtaple virtue, 


where a compariſon can be drawn ; but in the 
capital points of competition, where Courage 
and Bravery, Wiſdom and Perſeverance, Sen- 


timent and Action, are to decide the conteſt, 
we riſe as far ſuperior to the utmoſt efforts of 
their combined force, as the idea of fuperio- 
rity will admit of. 


France, L alloy "IE als been fo ap- 
patently formidable as at preſent ; but the fol- 


lowing conieluſive facts and obſervations wilk 


ſhew, whether this vifible greatneſs is ſubſtan- 


tial and permanent, or oſtentatious and tem- 


5 . 


The defection of the Brififh Colonies Was 


no ſooner perceived, than all the engines of 


Diihimu- 


£ H 


OR Ae BEA. 
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Digimulation and Cunning were ſet to work. 
France foreſaw that this Revolution would 
much encreaſe their conſequence, and give 
them ſingular advantages over, Great Britain. 
On the faith of this proſpect, they immedi- 
ately drew out their whole powers into ſhow ; 


their Coffers were drained to lupply the ſtores; 


the ſtores were emptied to equip the arma- 
ments; and the revenue was ſtretched to the 


A moſt to repleniſh the diſburſements. Du- 


Ting the greateſt part of 1775 and 1776, thoſe 


operations were haſtened, and conducted with 4 
as much diſpatch as if a war had actually ſub- 
fiſted; but it only proved a Gallic feint, ex- 


ecuted in that maſterly manner of deception, 


which has ever diſtinguiſhed this unfaithful 

Nation from the reſt of Europe. After a ge- 

neral exertion in every department, they found 
that their ability to attack Britain directly Was 


greatly inſufficient : nevertheleſs, this ſhow. of 
ttrength was of vaſt importance to them ; it 
made England doubtful and cautious, and gave 
France all the ſecurity and conſequence they 
could defire ; and from which they now en- 
joy the benefits of a war, without FxRenencing 


any of its inconveniencies. 


The pre ion carried on in France during 
the above period, occaſioned various ſpecula- 
tions in the political circles of Europe; and it 
Was almoſt a general opinion, that thoſe arma- 
ments were e deſigned, in eee with the 
Americans, 


„ 
Americans, againſt England. This ſuppoſi- 

tion was not wholly groundleſs; it was inten- 

tionally true, and would have proved actually 

ſo, had not inability determined them to a 
much ſafer and more profitable application. 
On a review of their Naval ſtrength, after all 
the repairs and improvements, they found it 
| ſo deficient and incomplete, that they could 
07 ſend it to ſea, It has been aſſerted, that 
the French had in 1776, twenty-ſix line -of® 
battle ſhips completely manned ; and I have 
reaſon to believe, that our Ambaſſador at that 
Court authenticated their having twenty-one or 
„„ twenty-two line-of-battle ; but both thoſe ac- 
counts are exceedingly erroneous. The French 
had vampt up a ſhow of ſeventeen line-of-battle 

ſhips; but ſo indifferently were they equipt in 
point of men, that when they made a parade 
of going to ſea, they had not hands ſufficient to 
- | +  ftecrone-half of that number out of the ports, 

; This was a defect not eaſily cured ; and „ 
practiſed a mode of concealing it ſo new in 
the art of Deception, as, I think, deſerves re- 
.cording #: The pompous reports circulated 
of this armament, its deſignation and import, 
drew vaſt multitudes to Toulon and Breſt on 
the eve of its intended departure ; but no per- 
ſon, however exalted, native or Ringer, Was 


MY This was, . the fineſſs which Docter Price had in 
view, when ſpeaking of the ingenuity of one of their Miniſters, 
whole name, be ſays, will be reſpeed by Poſterity for a fett 
of meaſures as new to the Pel:2ical World, as any late diſcoveries 
in the ſyſtem of Nature have been to the Political World. 
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ſuffered to go on board any ſhips of war, with> 
out a previous notice ſent to the reſpective 
Commanders, and an order obtained, and a 
time appointed by them for that purpoſe. In 
the interval, care was taken to furniſh thoſe 
ſhips, ſo to be viſited, by collections from 
the reſt of the ſquadron with the full comple- 
ment of men, and every other requiſite; ſo 
that no part of this fleet was ever viewed, but 
in a ſtate of perfection : hence originated the 
many exaggerated accounts of the Naval 
ſtrength of France. I bear an unqueſtionable | 
teſtimony to the verity of this manœuvre; and 
do further add and affirm, that at no time ſince 
the laſt war, has France been able to furniſh nine 
line- of- battle ſhips complete, with a ſuitable at- 
tendance of ſmall veſſels. This incompetency, 
together with their blighted revenue, wiſely 
determined them to lay aſide hoſtile intentions, 
and ſubſtitute a kind of practice more applica- 
ble to the tenets of Jaitblę 05 Savages than 
Chrijlten Kin 88. EET, 
As to the as ſtate 70 the 1 8 32 
France, nothing can be more diſtreſsful and 
9 exceptionable. In a profound _ with 
a continuation of almoſt the whole of the 


laſt war, impoſitions, and all the addition of 8 
new taxes ſince, the Revenue at this day is *® 
ſhort of the Public expence by a deficiency of 
more than, Two MILLIONS ſterling, What then 
would the conſequence be, were a war to 9925 

| out p- 


[1 


pliſn my prediQions ! 
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dut ! Incapable of augmentation in the firſt in- 
ſtance, or reduction in the laſt; unable to 
move forward, enlarge their preſent arrange- 
ment, or reciprocate their alliances; a finiſhed 
ſſtagnation muſt enſue, until Arbitrary Power, 
Doctor Price's darling mode of financing, 
bruſhes away the whole incumbrance of debt 
and entanglements. Such is the preſent ſitua- 
tion of France; ſuch will it be found, when 


brought to trial, 


This much-inſylted Country has had pa- 
tience too long; France has been reaving 
fruits for which ſhe never toiled, and is dai- 
ly fattening on the ſpoils of England's Trea-- 
ſures. But let her triumph in her wiles, and in 
her mock ſecurity ; let her revel in the unjuſt 
plunder of a deluded people; and indirectly aſſiſt 
the horrid practice of Treaſon and Rebellion! 
The time of reparation cannot be protracted 
long; events are faſt circulated to this end; and 
the revolution of another ſeaſon will bring 
forth this inſidious nation to fair and honour- 
able actions, and firmly fix her the Mark of 
Englands juſt revenge! Tell me, then, ye 


„ 


Foes to Regal Power ! tell me, ye Independent | 


Traitors, where's the Man, whoſe breaſt is 
warm with Britiſh Blood, that would not write 
an Item with his ſword in the balance of this 


vaſt account?—May that Omniſcient Cauſe 


' which actuates this world, haſten and accom- 


* 
” 


Reſting 


{ 54 ** 


Reſting on the power of ruth, the ;nfluents 


of juſtice, and integrity of intention, I fear- 


leſs commit the preceding pages to the cenſure 
or applauſe of the world. Unreproached by 


my own reflection, dread not thoſe of a mul- 
titude : but in this reſpect I am not without 
conſolation; the mildneſs of the Loyaliſt will 
counterbalance the intemperance of the Trai- 
tor; and the candour of the Juſt Will oppoſe 8 
the ſeverity of the Critic. Impreſſed with 
theſe conſiderations, I retire with A ConcLv- 


SION TO THE REVEREND Doc rox Price, 


; With charity and compaſſion, Bi. having 
liberally abated for human. infirmities, I ex- 
amine your whole rule of practice witb an 
impartial and unprejudiced underſtanding. ot hl 
tried to reconcile your conduct with the vir-. 
tue of a Good Citizen ; but my inquiries have 
ſadly diſappointed my wiſhes, 120 
me confirmed in this reflection, that the nobleſt / 
qualities of nature are capable of being g per- 
verted by religious e prejudice, and 
ee (= 1 


17 is not for me; Sir; to preſeribe you a | 


walk, or corrett your feelings ; ; but I am ap- 

 prehenfive, that even e and obſcurity 
will yield you but little comfort under the 
ö aa affliction of a retorting conſcience. 


Every hour, Sir, of your probationary ſolitude, 


| Ions LON you with ſome direful effect Of 


1 ad 


only left- 


PO ; 111 


_.. your e Diſquißtions. Reflection will 
. | gradually harraſs you with thoſe poignant ſen- 
ſations, inquietude and apprehenſion. In vain 
will you attempt to conciliate theſe violent 
. nice of the mind, by /ooking, higher than 
l Lis world of tumult and ſtrife. In this Appeal, 
you will be preſented with ſuch a Catalogue 
of unatoned- for crimes as would employ the 
age of man to expiate. Thus the juſt indig- 
nation of your God, added to the univerfal 
contempt of man, will fix you a remedileſs 
object. And to avoid the recollection of your 
credulous days, in which you ſtept from the 
line of Prieſthood, and ſacrificed to a few de- 
tached Characters of the Times, you will anxi- 
_ ouſly endeavour to participate that ſtate of na- 
ture, where doubt and uncertainty reſts upon 
our moſt accurate inquiries.— Thus circum- 
ſtanced, needs there a moment's reflection to 
„ deterinine your future conduct ? Lay aſide 
Pour pride and ſuperſtition; act candidly with 

your conſcience, and acknowledge to the 8 ? 

how much you have been duped by prejudice = 
and credulity : make your converſion as notori- 

1 as your apoſtacy, with ſackcloth on your 
back, and aſhes on your head. The MS. 0 your 
works i in one hand, a link in the other, repair 
: to that ſpot where the Eſſays of your Favourite 
— ſuffered, and play the Hangman yourſelf. 
0 This humility and contrition may probably 
5 * Four peace with God, and: reſtore. you 
_ A Fonkaence' 
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